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Mrs. Valdes
  The Indus River Valley was another location of an early river valley civilization.  As in Mesopotamia and Egypt, when the Indus River flooded, it deposited rich soil along its banks.  Food surpluses from successful agriculture allowed people to build large cities like Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro.  The people of this civilization, sometimes called the Harappans, made the first cotton cloth and developed their own form of writing.  They also made pottery and built sewage systems in their cities.
  Of course, the Indus River Valley was located in the Indian subcontinent.  India is often called a subcontinent because it is so large.  The Indian subcontinent is a peninsula surrounded on three sides by water.  The world’s highest mountains – the Himalayas and the Hindu Kush – are located in the north of the peninsula.  These two mountain ranges separate India from the rest of Asia but not completely.  Passes or flat lands exist in these mountain ranges that allow access to other parts of Asia from India.  The best known pass or opening is the Khyber Pass.  The land of northern India is fertile.  The Indus River and the Ganges River provide water for farming.  Indian civilization began in the Indus River Valley and the Ganges is so important to Indians that they call it “Mother Ganges.”  The Ganges is a sacred river to Hindus, the dominant religious group of India.  Indians also depend on the monsoon.  The monsoons are winds that bring rains.  The rains provide water for farming. 
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1- Why is India often called a subcontinent?
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